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~ The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address - 
Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROiVI 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U .S .C. § 1 33). 

- Any repty received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

1)13 Responsive to communicatlon(s) filed on 24 October 2003 . 
2a)|3 This action is FINAL. 2b)n This action is non-final. 

3) n Since this application is in condition for aliowance except for fomial matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11 , 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) 13 Claim{s) 1.4.6.8 and 9 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) n Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) IE Clalm(s) 1.4.6.8-9 is/are rejected. 
?)□ Glaim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) n Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) 0 The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)n accepted or b)n objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing{s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 

11) 0 The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152. 
Priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 119 and 120 

12) n Aclcnowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f). 

a)nAII b)n Some*c)n None of: 

1 .n Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. n Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. n Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 

13) n Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(e) (to a provisional application) 

since a specific reference was included in the first sentence of the specification or in an Application Data Sheet 
37 CFR 1.78. 

a) □ The translation of the foreign language provisional application has been received. 

14) 0 Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 120 and/or 121 since a specific 

reference was included in the first sentence of the specification or in an Application Data Sheet. 37 CFR 1 .78. 



Attachnient(s) 

1) □ Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 

2) O Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 

3) Q Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO-1449) Paper No(s) 



4) □ Interview Summary (PTO-413) Paper No(s). 

5) □ Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-152) 

6) □ Other: 



U.S. Patent and Trademark Office 
PTOL-326 (Rev. 11-03) 
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1 . The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not Included in this action can 
be found in a phor Office action. 

2. Claims 1 , 4, 6,8-9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 02(b) as anticipated by or, in the 
alternative, under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as obvious over Evans, U.S. Patent No. 3,485,706 
substantially as set forth in the prior office action. With regard to the limitation that the 
patterned or imaged nonwoven fabric takes on a distressed or wrinkled appearance by 
virtue of slippage between fibers of said fabric, since Evans discloses the same process 
performed on the same material, it is reasonable to presume that the textured 
appearance of Evans would also be due to slippage between fibers, especially in view 
of the fact that the hydroentangelement process would cause the fibers to move or "slip" 
relative to each other. 

3. Applicant's arguments filed 10/24/03 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. Applicant argues that Evans does not disclose applicants claimed method 
because Evans does not contemnplate such laundering as part of the manufacturing 
process. However, Evans discloses laundering the fabric as the final step in 
manufacturing process. Since Evans has performed the same process steps as 
Applicant on the same type of fabric, it is reasonable to presume that the fabric of Evans 
would react to the laundering in the same way as the claimed fabric. Additionally, it is 
noted that the claims do not require that the fabric take on the distressed appearance 
due to slippage caused by laundering but merely recite that the fabric takes on the 
distressed appearance by virtue of slippage between fibers of the fabric. The claims do 
not recite why the fibers slip. Applicant has not recited particular characteristics of the 
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laundering step such as temperature, degree of agitation, etc., which would distinguish 
it from the Evans laundering step. With regard to the argument that it is the use of fiber 
blends which produces the wrinkled appearance rather than the selection of the 
apertured patterning member, it is noted that Evans teaches employing fibers blends. 
With regard to the argument that the prior art must suggest the desirability of the 
claimed invention, Evans teaches selecting the aperturing patterns which would 
produce the desired texture in the resulting fabric. 

4. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Elizabeth M. Cole whose telephone number Is (571) 
272-1475. The examiner may be reached between 6:30 AM and 6:00 PM Monday 
through Wednesday, and 6:30 AM and 2 PM on Thursday. 

Mr. Terrel Monris, the examiner's supervisor, may be reached at (571) 272-1478. 
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Inquiries of a general nature may be directed to the Group Receptionist whose 
telephone number is (571) 272-0994. 

The fax number for all official faxes is (703) 872-9306. 

Elizab^ M. Cole 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 1771 

e.m.c 



